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Members

Mr C Weber – Chair (Cumbria County Council)
Mr J Mallinson (Cumbria County Council)
Mr P Nedved (Carlisle City Council)

Officers

Mr J Kemp (Carlisle City Council)
Mr G Kenyon (Cumbria County Council)
Mr K Poole (Carlisle City Council)
Ms H Renyard (Cumbria County Council)
Mr G Scott (Cumbria County Council)

An apology for absence was received from Mr N Christian, Carlisle City Council.

(1) Carlisle Local Plan for St Cuthbert’s Garden Village

The Consultation on the Local Plan preferred option would start on 3 November until 
22 December.  A further presentation will be made to members following completion 
of the survey.

(2) Transport Improvement Designs as Part of Transport Improvement 
Study

Members noted engagement had taken place at the last meeting of Carlisle 
Highways Working Group and there had been no progress on this to date.

(3) Sewells Lonning

Members noted this was a scheme to widen the junction onto London Road to allow 
two-way traffic to help support future development of the Garden Village and that 
negotiations were continuing with Homes England regarding their S106 contribution.  
It was explained that detailed design and intrusive investigations were completed 
and the Scheme how now gone out to competitive tender with work expected to start 
in November.  The Traffic Regulation Order was being finalised at the moment.  

(4) Carlisle Southern Link Road

Officers explained the Contract with Homes England included £32m of acceleration 
funding, there was funding of £134m from MHCLG and £10m forward funding for 
development contributions.  The Scheme development continued including land 
negotiations with landowners which, if could not be negotiated, could be secured 



through a Compulsory Purchase Order.  Members noted that a procurement process 
had commenced in August 2020 and it was anticipated a construction company 
would be appointed in February 2021 with construction planned to commence in 
Spring 2022; a two year construction period for completion by May 2024.

(5) Rail Update

Members noted that Network Rail were leading on an Outline Business Case for 
improvement to the Cumbria Coastline with the expectation this would be submitted 
in June 2021.  It was explained the improvements would include new infrastructure 
to increase capacity, line speed improvements and full line side re-signalling. 

A discussion took place regarding the timescale for the works.  Members were 
informed this would be dependent on securing funding explaining that securing 
funding for capital works was another step with no timescale at the moment; there 
was an expectation that this would be linked to development activity in West 
Cumbria with funding being available through Transport for the North and other 
funding sources.  Following the production of the Outline Business Case there would 
be a better understanding of costs and possibly a different range of improvements 
and how they could be taken forward.

(6) Community Rail Update

Members were informed that Community Rail Partnership was updating their 
relationships with Avanti West Coast and looking to make improvements at Carlisle, 
Penrith and Oxenholme stations over the next few years.  It was explained there 
were also close connections with Tyne Valley Community Rail Partnership and 
Settle-Carlisle Development Company and it was hoped joint work on 
community-based projects could be promoted.  Projects being considered were 
community garden, artwork and developing a gateway for Platform 2 at Carlisle 
station.

A City Council member asked about the progression at Gilsland Station.  Members 
were informed the station was in the Northumberland County Council area and that 
officers would seek further information from them.

(7) Carlisle Transport and Movement Plan

Members received an update on its four objectives:-

 Connectivity for Areas of Growth and Development
 Prioritised Active Modes
 Encouraging future visitors to Carlisle
 A balanced, integrated transport network.

Officers explained the Plan was completed and would be shared with members prior 
to sign-off.



Mr Weber asked for confirmation that the Plan would be considered initially at 
Carlisle Highways Working Group and then Carlisle Local Committee which was 
confirmed by officers.

(8) Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan

Members were informed that Consultants WSP had been appointed to help the 
Authority develop the Plan and funding secured to progress it.  LCWIP would provide 
evidence for funding bids to the DFT’s £2 billion Active Travel Fund which was due 
to be announced and meet new Cycle Infrastructure Guidance.

Members received details of the timescale for the Plan and noted it was anticipated 
this would be completed by February 2021.

(9) Emergency Active Travel Fund

Members noted that in Carlisle funding was used around English Street and 
Devonshire Street to provide dedicated space for cyclists.  The Authority was waiting 
for the imminent announcement of Tranche 2 funding.

Members were informed there had been no adverse reaction to the scheme and that 
this had been complimented by cyclists.  It was explained that the public would be 
consulted on local cycling and walking in the City Centre by way of an open 
questionnaire to help inform future decisions regarding English Street and 
Devonshire Street.

(10) Carlisle Station Gateway 

Members were informed this was progressing well.

(11) Citadels Project

Members noted this was part of the Borderlands Inclusive Growth Deal with £50m 
allocated to bring new purpose to the iconic Citadels, a new home for the University 
of Cumbria and Transformational Gateway to the city centre.  

It was explained that work was ongoing to define and test development options and 
the Authority was in dialogue with MHCLG with regards to an economic appraisal.  It 
was noted Carlisle Town Deal was proposing to support the creation of a Business 
Incubation Centre within the Citadels and wider public realm improvements around 
English Street.  A further public consultation was proposed in November with a draft 
Business Case prepared in December.  

Officers confirmed that if the Town Deals did not go ahead this would not have an 
impact on the Citadels University Campus.



(12) Surface Water Mapping

It was noted that this Programme was 75% complete and was anticipated would be 
finished in December 2020.  A further update would be made at a future Carlisle 
Local Committee following completion.

Members were informed work had been undertaken in close collaboration with 
United Utilities.  The information would be used to help design improvements in 
areas where surface water flooding was known and would help identify areas for 
development to ensure they did not suffer from future surface water flooding.

(13) Carlisle Town Deal

Members received an update on the Carlisle Town Deal.  It was explained the Town 
the Investment Plan would be submitted on 30 October. 

(14) Future High Street Fund

The outcome of the Outline Business Case was still awaited and due in Autumn 
2020.


